Emaly Aguilar
emalyaguilar@utexas.edu
Moody College of Communication | Technology & Information Policy Institute

EDUCATION
University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas	August 2026- Present
	PhD, Communication Studies 
	Area of Organizational Communication and Technology 
	Advisor: Keri K. Stephens 

University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas	August 2024- May 2026
	Master of Arts, Communication Studies 
	Area of Organizational Communication and Technology 
	GPR- 4.0
	Advisor: Keri K. Stephens 
	Thesis: Spanish Dialects and Understanding its Impact in Conveying Crisis Communication on Facebook

Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas 	August 2021-May 2024
	Bachelor of Science, Communication
	Minor in Psychology
	Certificate in Strategic Communication 	
	GPR- 3.7
	Advisor: Dr. Anna Wolfe

CURRENT PROJECTS
Stephens, K.K., McGlone, M., Blitch, M., Aguilar, E. (n.d.) Flood Analytics. TWDB.
Stephens, K. K, Pierce, S., Andelkovic, J., Varela, S., Su, R., & Aguilar, E. (n.d.). TWDB Task 1-4 Report Guidelines for Coastal Flood User Interface Contract 2300012717.  
Su, R., Aguilar, E.,Varela Castro, S., Stephens, K.K. (2025). Cultural Variability and Organizational Dynamics in Inter-Organizational Flood Risk Communication. GLO Contract.
Stephens, K.K., Carlson, N., Pierce, S., Aguilar, E. (n.d.). Lower Rio Grande Valley Workshop Experiment. TWDB TIFF. 

PUBLICATIONS
Blitch, M., Marentes, C., Andelkovic, J., Butterbaugh, N., Aguilar, E., Koszarek, A., . . . Stephens, K.K. (2026). Saber que no Estaba Sola; Knowing I was not Alone: Communities Organizing Through Technology for Resilience. Management Communication Quarterly.*
Stephens, K.K., Carlson, N.H., Liu, X., Aguilar, E., Pierce, D., Guajardo, F., Cavazos, L., and Casas, R. (in press). Culture-First Communication to Mitigate Flood Risk. Taylor & Francis: Journal of Health Communication*
Stephens, K.K., Pierce, S., Aguilar, E. (2026). Using Visualization to Communicate About Infrastructure and Make Decisions. Handbook of Infrastructure Communication. 
*Conducted/ analyzed data and research in Spanish

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Aguilar, E., Su, R., Varela Castro, S., Stephens, K.K. (2025, November). Cultural Variability and Organizational Dynamics in Inter-Organizational Flood Risk Communication. [Presentation] National Communication Association  111th Annual Convention, Denver, CO
Stephens, K. K., Aguilar, E., & Carlson, N. H. (2025, November). Communication research and training: Guiding the co-design of digital tools for communicating flood risk to public audiences. [Presentation] National Communication Association  111th Annual Convention, Denver, CO. Top Paper Panel
Blitch, M., Marentes, C., Andelkovic, J., Butterbaugh, N., Aguilar, E., Koszarek, A., . . . Stephens, K.K. (2025, November). Saber que no Estaba Sola; Knowing I was not Alone: Communities Organizing Through Technology for Resilience. [Presentation] National Communication Association  111th Annual Convention, Denver, CO
 Aguilar, E. (2025, October). Spanish Dialects and Understanding its Impact in Conveying Crisis Communication on Facebook. [Poster] Organizational Communication Mini-Conference, Urbana, IL. 

Aguilar, E. (2021, December). Playing Like a Girl: A Look into Sports from a Male-Dominated Media Field. [Poster] Annual Freshman Communication Research Conference, College Station, TX.


RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Technology and Information Policy Institute	August 2024- Present 
Graduate Research Assistant 
· Advisor: Dr. Keri Stephens
· Research conducted on natural disasters, emerging technologies, information dissemination, and resiliency practices that emerge among marginalized communities, specifically in Spanish-speaking/ Hispanic groups. Other projects surround communicating flood information and messages to various stakeholders while adhering to different time orientations, structures, and user experiences when interacting with flood information. 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs	August 2023- May 2024
Research Assistant, Patient Priorities Care 
· Advisor: Dr. Richard Street
· Reviewed and coded transcripts of conversations between doctors and geriatric patients discussing patient care plans that could be an influence on the quality of life, dealing with long-term health and care plans. 

COMM 321: Case Studies Strategic Communication	August 2023- December 2023
Research Director
· Professor: Dr. Nancy Parish 
· In this course, my peers and I acted as an agency to create a campaign proposal for a local non-profit organization’s event, which this semester was the Brazos Valley Museum of Natural History.
· Conducted secondary and primary research, both qualitative and quantitative, over the semester’s project on volunteer participation surrounding NGOs, deciding factors in time commitments for participation, and the maximization of resources, specifically social and digital tactics to increase community and target audience awareness and participation.

COMM 491: Research	July 2023- August 2023
Research Assistant
· Professor: Dr. Anna Wolfe
· Research Leader: Tamanda Chabvuta
· Continued to code transcripts offered by Truelove Seeds to develop a better understanding of racial components and the formation of storytelling to increase awareness of the food justice movement and other vulnerable communities, specifically during the COVID-19 Pandemic era. 

Aggie Research Scholars Program, Texas A&M University 	January 2022- May 2024
Research Assistant, The LIVE Lab: Nursing Assessments
· Helping design and expand on a nursing escape room for assessing practicing nurses’ knowledge and skills. 
· Helping design a game to prepare pre-service nurses to take the NGN certification exam.

Research Assistant, The LIVE Lab: Virtual Disaster Day
· In this project, we studied the curricula, preexisting games, and faculty and students’ prior experience with disaster training and interprofessional education to inform the design of the new Virtual Disaster Day game.

Research Assistant, The Story in the Seed: Curated Stories of Truelove Seeds
· Advisor: Tamanda Chabvuta 
· Analyzed digital content and transcripts created by a seed farm, Truelove Seeds.
· Coded stories to understand and develop relationships between the seed farm, food justice movements, racial and socioeconomic disparities, food deserts, and the analysis of social media and visual media. 
· Reviewed a collection of over 100+ transcripts to provide support to research questions.

Research Assistant, Community Cookbooks: Nutrition Disparities in Marginalized Communities                  	 
· Research Leader: Katie Hawthorne, Advisor: Dr. Marissa Cisneros
· Managed a series of cookbooks shared in the Bryan-College Station community that overviewed price, budget, nutritional values, and stories alongside the making of the cookbooks, typically stories that mentioned the reasoning behind the creativity in foods.
· Coded stories to seek relationships over food deserts in traditionally marginalized and low-income communities, lack of nutrient-dense options, and differences in food accessibility within demographic locations.
· Helped develop a compiled cookbook highlighting options provided within budget means to Bryan-College Station families to find recipes that could aid in gaining nutrients at a reasonable price.
· CITI Certified & utilized IRB. 

Research Assistant, Visual Stimuli and Social Engagement
· Advisor: Dr. Buffy Mosely
· Developed and created quantitative metrics to enhance the study of digital appeal to audiences. 
· Surveyed a series of images to understand consumer engagement and key performance indicators (KPIs) in terms of digital marketing and why other aspects executed and performed better. 

COMM 291: Research	August 2021-December 2021
Undergraduate Researcher, Playing Like a Girl: A Look into Sports from a Male-Dominated Media Field
· Professor: Dr. David Tarvin
· Studied methodology surrounding inequality and lack of coverage in sports media and the portrayal of women in a traditionally male-dominated field. 
· Presented at the Annual Freshman Communication Research Conference. 


TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Moody College of Communication & McCombs School of Business, University of Texas at Austin        
August 2026- Present	
Teaching Assistant, CMS 337: Building Sales Relationships 	
· Guided a section for a course under the Sales Minor that explores theory and practical communication in client relationships by exploring consultative sales processes. My role focused on student development, outreach, educational maintenance, and program support. 

Department of Communication Studies, University of Texas at Austin	October 2024
Guest Lecture, CMS 390S: Disaster Communication & The Future 
· Guest lecturer in a graduate course on communication studies, focusing on disaster vulnerabilities, where I led a three-hour class that included lecture, class activities, and article discussion questions derived from class readings. 
· Objective: Deepen the understanding of vulnerable communities in natural disasters, their complexities, and how diverse factors affect these different social groups to explore strategies or solutions that can help reduce vulnerabilities and increase resilience. 

College of Arts and Sciences, Texas A&M University	 August 2023- December 2024
Teaching Assistant, ARSC 101: Hullabaloo U First-Year Experience- Communication Cohort	
· Held office hours and met with every individual student 1:1 throughout the semester.
· Provided professional, personal, and academic support to a section of freshmen communication students.

Department of Communication and Journalism, Texas A&M University	 January 2023- May 2023
Teaching Assistant, COMM 308: Research Methods in Communication	
· Instructed and graded five groups of 10 undergraduate students under one section of 145 students.
· Collaborated with faculty to design assessments, facilitate methods, and support programs for the course.
· Monitored academic performance over a semester-long qualitative and quantitative research project for this course. 

INTERNSHIPS
UT CONNECT: Girls Empowerment Network, Austin, Texas 	August 2026- Present
Project Management Intern
· Refining organizational processes through Salesforce CRM and implementing a project management system (ASANA) to support restructuring by further developing SOP’s and departmental timelines.

Global Sustainability Leadership Institute: Longhorn Impact Fellowship at Texas, Austin, Texas 	
August 2025-December 2025
Lead Student Consultant
· Created a targeted, achievement-focused report and changed brand perception for Citizens’ Environmental Coalition in Houston, TX, through the facilitation of surveys and interviews to be presented at the 2025 Summit with over 200 attendees to highlight specialized expertise, analytical trends to support quantifiable impacts to the client, and set up beta tests for future projects. 

United Airlines, Houston, Texas 	May 2023- August 2023
Inflight Training Intern 
· Proposed implementation of curriculum exposure prior to onboarding to increase inoculation, exam scores, and material retention through the integration of multimedia platforms and gamification, working alongside development, research, advanced qualification program team, and media team
· Collaborated with instructional design, multimedia, research, AQP, and FAA compliance. 
· Integrated persuasive training content to strengthen training engagement and adoption.

Hope City, Houston, Texas 	May 2021- August 2021
Project Management Intern
· Administered projects, coordinated productions, worked on design and media campaigns, documented internal meetings, and created relationships with other departments.
· Conducted data collection, research, and analysis for ongoing in-house organizational projects.
· Monitored design and media projects and used management software tools while collaborating with other teams.


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Department of Residence Life, Texas A&M University 	August 2022- May 2024
Residence Life Tour Guide
· Conducted in-depth, specialized tours of 25 on-campus residence halls with 31 floor plans. 
· Provided clarity, offered bilingual services to diverse prospective publics, and expanded on further details pertaining to on-campus life and overall university experiences. 

City of College Station, College Station, Texas 	February 2022- May 2022 
Human Resources Assistant 
· Supported recruitment, candidate communication, and onboarding experiences across the city. 
· Coordinated benefits inquiries and collaborated across local government departments to showcase client-service orientation. 

SKILLS
Languages: Spanish (Native), English (Fluent), French (Reading & Conversational: beginner)
Statistical/ Programming Languages: Familiar with R, JASP, Python (Beginner), HTML
Technical Skills: MS Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Canva
Certifications: Meltwater- Influencer Marketing and Social Media Marketing Experience 
	             CITI Program- Social and Behavioral Research Investigators and Key Personnel

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE
COMM Student Graduate Council, University of Texas at Austin	
Graduate Student Assembly Representative 	August 2026- Present
· Representing Communication Studies as delegate at Graduate Student Assembly meetings to oversee legislation representing student finances, academic affairs, health initiatives, and relaying information to peers. 
Vice President (MA Representative)	May 2025- May 2026
· The Vice Chair's role is to support the communication studies department through sustained engagement with policies and events that affect or support its members. They also assist the President in meeting the needs of the graduate community through communication and coordination of CommSGC events.  
Advocacy Chair 	August 2024- May 2025
· The advocacy chair assumes the responsibility of overseeing the advocacy committee, which is responsible for finding, distributing, and promoting resources to Communication Studies graduate students. In addition, the committee will regularly seek feedback regarding the graduate student experience. 
· A main event is the biannual town hall hosted by advocacy, in which this last year, I proposed an amendment to the graduate student coursework timeline, which was accepted to allow students who did not complete their MA at UT Austin the chance to apply and transfer past coursework from their MA institution to their PhD coursework to aid in a four-year graduation rate.

Conference on Student Government Associations, Texas A&M University
Executive Director	                                   April 2023-April 2024
· Assisted in running the largest student-run student leader conference in the world. 
· Focused on developing SGAs across the globe in collaboration, discussions of roundtables, and building networks. 
· My position as an Executive Director focused on the preparation and oversight of the different components of the conference weekend, committees such as Programming, Finance, Internal Affairs, External Affairs, Logistics, Development, and Marketing. 
· Oversee a pair of Fish Aides in the Student Government as delegate liaisons in preparation for exposure and experiences within the Student Government.
Logistics Committee Member                  	 November 2022- April 2023. 
· My position as a Logistics Committee Member focused on the preparation of the conference, designing merchandise, communicating with local businesses, planning details, and more.

LAUNCH Undergraduate Research Scholars (URS), Texas A&M University
Research Ambassador	                                   April 2023-May 2024
· UGR Ambassadors inspire broader engagement in undergraduate research by educating and serving the Texas A&M Community. 
· Ambassadors are present at the undergraduate research expo, scholars symposium, research workshops, and mentoring workshops, among other engagements.

Student Senate, Texas A&M University
Executive Director of Operations: 75th Session	                                   April 2022- April 2023
· Developed and supervised the operations sector and committee of the student senate alongside the Pro Temp. Worked with archives of past legislation, legislation itself, marketing, social media planning, administrative tasks, minutes, all things operational, and oversaw a group of Fish Aides, which are freshmen who are gaining exposure to different student government committees.
Student Government Association, Texas A&M University
Academic Affairs: Fish Aide	                                   September 2021- May 2022
· As a Fish Aide under Academic Affairs, I grew a deeper understanding of the relationship between student and faculty affairs. 
· Sought exposure to projects regarding Open Educational Resources for students, OER awards, implementing an American Sign Language course on campus, and more. 	
Fish Aides, Texas A&M University
Freshman Leadership Organization Member	                                   April 2022- April 2023
· A freshman leadership organization within the SGA is meant to empower and equip incoming students to become leaders of excellence. This organization introduces freshmen to different committees within the branches of Student Government, gaining exposure to opportunities within the SGA environment.

ORGANIZATIONS
· Texas Leadership Research Scholar 	2026- Present
· Bill Anderson Fund Fellow 	2026- Present
· National Communication Association Member	2025- Present
· Technology and Information Policy Institute 	2024- Present 
· COMM Student Graduate Council	2024-Present
· Maggies	2022-2024
· Conference on Student Government Associations (COSGA)	2022-2024
· Aggie Research Program 	2022- 2024
· Aggie Research Ambassadors 	2023-2024
· Student Government Association: Student Senate 75th Session 	2022-2023
· Fish Camp: Counselor 	2022-2022
· Fish Aides 	2021-2022
· Student Government Association: Academic Affairs 	2021-2022

INVOLVEMENT 
	Moody Honors Day, Volunteer, May 2026
	Moody Communication Studies 2025 Recruitment Day, Volunteer, March 2026
	Moody Communication Studies Summer Partner, Mentor, Summer 2025
	First-Year Student Focus Group, Student Leader, May 2025
	Moody Honors Day Celebration, Volunteer, May 2025
	Communication Studies MA Marketing, MA Spokesperson, April 2025
	Moody Communication Studies 2024 Recruitment Day, Student Panel, March 2025 
	CMS Advocacy Annual Townhall, Facilitator, March 2025
Organizational Communication and Technology Faculty Candidate Job Search, Student Panel, November 2024
	CMS Quincentennial Celebration, Tour Guide, October 2024

GRANTS/AWARDS/HONORS
	Texas Leadership Research Scholar, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
	Provost Moody Fellowship, Moody College of Communication, August 2026
	Roderick P. Hart Student Achievement Award, $1000, Moody College of Communication, May 2026
Graduate Student Assembly Travel Award, $500, University of Texas at Austin Graduate Student Assembly, April 2025
	Moody College of Communication Travel Grant, $800, August 2025
	Outstanding First-Year Masters Student, Moody College of Communication, May 2025
	Mentoring Fellowship, University of Texas at Austin Graduate School, August 2024-August 2025
Student Government Association Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility Advancement Award, Texas A&M University, May 2024
Undergraduate Research Expo, Panelist, November 2023
· Academic Publishing and Research Presentations
· Maximizing Research Experiences through National Fellowships and Writing a Thesis
SEC Exchange, 1 of 6 representing Texas A&M University (Around 75,000 students), July 2023
ElectHer Conference, TAMU Women’s Resource Center, Panelist, February 2023
Texas A&M College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s List
Texas A&M Regent Scholar- Class of 2025 Cohort
Texas Association of Future Educators, National Qualifier and State Finalist- Storybook, March 2019
Andre Elementary “Give Back” Scholarship Recipient 
Cypress Fairbanks Federal Credit Union Bilingual Scholar Recipient
